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felt that the or and £08%T1lY LASFELLIRSAVAS wemve— - - -
contesplated ia t rield im the event of continaed
oseupation oculd be astified only if the period of the
lease were at least tem years wvith the optioa of a Sen-
yoar reneval, having ia mind that 1% would be diffieuls
to obtain appropristed fumds for this ose on the
basis of & relatively short and inseours enars,

The position Saken Alfaro, a thesis not adopted
by the Panamenian Administration, led to his resigmatioa
prier to the signature on Desember 10 1947 of the pro-

voted ageimst ratification by a vote of B1-0. A fTew
days previously the Jimene: Administration was confideat
of 41 votes Tor the agresment,

The unapimous vote of the Hationsl Asseably of
Panama against ratification can be attridbuted to several
1ast mimute faotors: & wave of matienalistio hysteria
whieh follewed pelice sotiom im -m:nu.w—-u e etudent
demonstration; an sotual EA-H- fear whieh resulted
from student threats against the 1ives of those Deputies
who might vote im favor of the agreement; highly vool-
ferous gallery demomstrations in the Asseably, amd
backstage meneuvering by influential newspeper publisher,
ex-President Harmodlo Aries, Alfere and others.

1in viev of the rejestion by the Panamanian Natiomal
Assembly of the agreemeat of Deeesber 10, we announsed
our intenticn to abandon all defense slites ia Panama and
confine the i=sedlate Canal defenses to the ten-mile-wide
Zone under our jurisdiction, Thls aetion was Saken withia

24 hours
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the question of "gompensation® we shall have to know whether
the President did in fact agree that the United Btates
would advanse at once the Canal annuities due &uring the
next 5O yoars and, Af so, vhether this would be without
interest (as Ambassador Brin appears $o believe), or with
interest.




e wesvvava VA DO JOSmuns Yanal. Sonaivions on whieh She lands
vaila

Before we ean proceed further in the negotiations
of the leagth of tenure, we shall be glad to know whether
President Rocsevelt 4id in faot agree that the lands would

only be used during the period of the emergensy.

Harold D. Finley

RAYRDP 028




