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l. A large mass mesting befere the FPresidencia
tenight (Monday, May 7) entmsiastically received Govern=
mont announcement the following:

(a) Abolition of the 1946 Constitutiem and
restoration of the 1941 Conatitution.

(b) Disselving of Hational Assembly institute
ing de facte Government headed by Ariass.

(e) Promise of elections im due ecourse.
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this time, rﬂm some to coowr later,

&JE&*E-!-#FE.E
Rembn Ml Hatiemal Police.

This move has no deudbt been planned for some time
and 1t 1s known that Arias was desirous of assuming
greater powers. It was precipitated by the Banking erisis
of the "Caja de Ahorres” in the last two days, which was
brought about by opposition elements te embarrass the
Government . ' s
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from. The key tc the situation continues to rest with
Remfn and the National Poliae. Present reports are
that he fully supports Arias and no doubt Arias had

- this assurance before he scted., However, it would sesm
that Remdn, rather than Arias, has improved in strength.
Ariss is farther out on & limb than he wes before and
more indebted to Kemin. FPresumably Kemén can incresse
his price, whatever it may be, for cooperation with
Arias. Also, depending upon how he judges reaction to
Apias' move, gould atep in as & benefactor and
rexove Ariss on tke ground that he hed violated the
1iberty of the Fsnamenian people and assused dictatorial
posers. It seems slgnificant that Homén may bave en-
desvored not to hmxe identify himself with this move
to retain such flexibilitye. The Seoret Police, it 18
to be pointed out, and no the Mational Folice, have
been the only ones reported so far to have participated
in the sporadic gun play and arrests.

We tend to discount Arias' statements that his
move is really & counter to communist activities which
threaten the security of Panaza and the Caral Zone,
It is true that the Supreme Court and the Hational
Assezbly denled hix certeln requested powers with re-
spect to controlllug comsunist astivities. However,
the basic issues sppesr to be predominantly locsl and
the communist aspect comes in only in so far as they have
exploited the views of the nationalist hotheads and

the
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Our pesition vis-s-vis Panama would not seem teo
be effscted except in so far as another Latin American

..T..L..._. il




gﬁ::' ---

E Eaggg..i';: Lt %‘; 3
i Wy 0
e

A g |
- e




grzas gass
.isg ;Eﬁf

Es EE3AE °

iiagi"g- ié‘ gIgse

E""!E?-E: 28238 !

hitdys L il | die fe

baffiieid Ehyd MEhY e gatieit U
: :EE!EFE"“ IEEE ‘Es E’E =EE N &f

s Tt Lt el i

Sfiigd ok b g lin

£yciaftit I8 THHT ig fopend it

:EE;E‘EE‘E ::"E! ‘gini.gi Ay gi;EE EE:

Sy :E-n’ ,Hgﬂ ge¥tyst § 553*33 =B,

Paiiﬁiﬁgg £032 $832,08 !i 5 ’i' ¥ei

L tia ?EEEEEE e g% 1
e Bt gihl o

it 33%'§i i iifii' EE;



- R
iliigﬂ M e i
il it 1
EEwe SHall ‘ 3

..!'Eg_'a'f‘l" gi‘ !;“25 ?,':’.EE ;pggii
CF Mgk gtk dn el
E sy | B E'rme 287 GEEIE
""Eg' « E;", sﬁ&u E aEﬁ

| TR EE i'¢ 8EE3 ogERf
EEH‘S= * E' % Sgﬂi Eggrn

o R TR T T
i s gl

P ré! gng 'lgi g i?

L rry



FE‘ O VSODTSL BUNFLAS Wawii wwe=se==— i
doubtedly, the oaly thing which either Arias or rrim could

wish to ask would be assistance which would have to be
denied them. This would not oaly be enbarrassing to us,
but the fact that they had established cantact with
bigh officials of this Covermment directly, could be
used a8 intimidation to orposition forces and thus

have the flaver of intervention on the part of the
giup-&-l.. .
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the President of the Republiec of Fanama, Doetor Arnulfe
Arias, he stated that the streets in Panama are belng
the soene of terrorista asts inspired by certain elements
of well-known communist tendencies, who in their eagerness
te disrupt Panmama'y solidarity with the United States of
America, are opposed to the reveRation of the 1946 Cons-
titutien, which pretects the exiastence of the Commmunist
Partsy in Panama.

The Pavamanisn communist problem is one of unequalled
seriousness for it affects directly the security of the
Panasa Canal.
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* Hre Wise called at -.8.““- The decision was taken
to the 1 Constitution by the

Assexbly end the Police. The Assembly also elected

Arosemena President to succeed Arias, but Romfn said

re would support Arias in power under the 1046 Conati~

tution and asked the 1#: te t“ﬂc-.- hm in this.
between 8100 and 5300 pm today)

the three Hational Police Cosmandants nw-uw“ their
positions in favor of backing Arosemena,
is that Vallarine and Flores persuaded HemBn, almoat

by force, to go along Wi th them, Apparently they threat-

ened his arrest 1f he 4id not do Bo.

: They forwarded & message te the President to leave,
but he refused, saying he was well armed and would defend
his position "until carried out®, Forces are now gathere
ing to move on the Presidencia and fight!ng there las
broksn oute Arias said it would cause an uprising and
povolution throughout the country. kr. #lee sald e
could hear the gunfire at the Embassy. Some of the
palace are reported captured and wounded. The
Estional Police are being supported by all opposition

parties,
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_ Ere W180 BALG SDO Lean O the Viplomatie Cor
wﬂ._" asked him to participate in a mesting of the Corps.

The proposal 1s for the Corps, with police protection
to go to the Presidencia and u..._-n..__-n Arias to step .-un._
to avoid further bloodshed, ir, Plse was instructed to

inform the Dean that he would not oppose whatever they

h-ip tnnutlrwinwloa:pnuonun_nuwnpﬂ
view of our -ﬂn s position in mlnuwn- in MHH Sommi ttes
; o

During the eourse of our conversation kr, Wlse
m,.!- e _oall the Governor who told him that
u“&i no_.-r- ptﬂﬁ brl o MhE rn.#-“:n g ted

on as s repor
iracieds oo, St ion, st et ot S el v
any sush -umno: on nu" vw“w of wﬂw -n-wmuuuuwn ﬂn!.
presa "muog - our views w res
this =atter the Diplomatiec Corpa aection. e e

I questioned him about safety of Americans and he
ge1s tof5"Inat niens 1nairuetiong’imd batn Sarrt3d ot
n ana
formed the Governor, General lo“.."n- rﬂlnir_. l"ll
1!-#: Amopicans, .m_l committes was at that tLime
n session. it was stlll their opinion that evasuation
would not be nesessary.

In closing Mr, Wise said that the above information
about the line=up of forces bad come !—.H.._.l.?.ﬂlldﬁ

high sourse, although unconfirmed, lo sald that he
th in 1ts authentisity,

0100 SPUI8 DaPARIRE B e 1A astton. Howes informed
. that
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He had heard from several sources that 1t was the
Chief of the Palsce Ouard, not Arias, who was wounded
and for whom the ambulance had been requested.

The Presidensis had ajaln called him requesting
United 8tates intervention to end the disordsrs. Mr.
Wise repeated his previous answer to ths effect that
our position was ons of strict non-intervention &n this
matter which was fully domestlo.

Vice Consul Whiteker reports shooting has started
in Col8n betwesen the National Police and the Secret Folice.
itr, Fise sald that Whitaker seems in no danger and that
he felt confident communications would be maintained
with him, I asked him about safety of Americans there
and he said be felt the physical layout was such that
they would not be in extreme danger. BHe said, and this
is a guess, that fighting is likely to break out in
Ssntiago and David. The barrscks in Colln where the
E.uﬁﬁu"-i taking place is three bloeks from our
Consulate.

The sairlinses people have called the Embassy to
state they are advising passengers not te stop over
in Fanaoa unless 1t i» ntly necessary., They are
eontinuing operations in Toocumen but may shift te
Albrook since the few personnel remaining on the job
there are worn out from continuous work transporting
pRasengerd. ;

Pighting 18 still in progress and is very heavy,

ARA 3 NI D3EVES recusa i mem
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susrivss OU ORD RISUrG TNO uNltea Frult carrier that he will
assumd full responsiblility for any possible complications when
he arrives im the U.S, Mr. Wise said that there wes nothing
hs sould do, since Mr, Herbruger had wmade all arrsngements
himself without coming to the Embassy for documentation.

Ho aclmed that I call Mr, liedway of the Fxport-Import Pank
tell him $hat the President, the Foreign Minister, and
Board of Directors of the Hotel ere mmzious for E..l to

to Fanass as soon as possible, One of the MHinister of
uwry's first steps will be to straighten out the Hotel
nﬂll«w.ﬁ!ﬂgvﬂ-w’ and he bas the full supporst

-

se referred to our telegrem om recognition and also
commenting upon the note received from the
ter regarding the changes im the Government, He
Egbassy proposes to answer this note by a brief
knowledgement couched in gensral terms. He sald also that
a gather of the Diplomatic Corps is called to meet the
new Foreign ster, the Embassy would participate and that,
subject to his ability to make appointments, he would pay a
courtesy “”H_, on the new tol_nmn Minister. He asked my con~
th this astion and I told him that it all appeared
to be in accordanse with the authority provided him, [ sald
that I would discuss it, however, with Ambassador Wufer and
if there was any different view we would cable him before
tomorrow. I\took 1t up later with Ambassador Nufer md we
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Ambagsador Vallarino called at his request to that —“

his Govermment would like to purchase for the use of
National Poliee four surplus property aireraft from the U.8,
Governments two North American AT-6's and two Beecheraft
C-45's, The purpose is for official use of the Government,

- 4neluding the police force. The Ambassador said that at
Albrook Field there are ten surplus C-45's which could be
sold to the Panamanian Government., I promised him that I
would look into the matter immediately but I did not indicate

what the Department's decision might be,

There occur to me the following consideratiomss

(1) During the time of lend-lease we never transferred
arms to Panamf on the ground that there was no need,

(2) The same doctrine held true with respect to ;
interim arms program of 194649, be the

(3) However, this might be considered analagoms to
police i---sor as motorcycles, tear gas bombs, ete,

With respect to Panamanian Government purchase and
operation of aircraft, I can forsee a number of administra-
tive difficulties and jurisdictional issues that may come
up in the futures frequent flights from one part of the

Republie

~BESTRICTED




to operatej Bre uvuois s wee— o .

capable of these oﬂnu-nwnﬂhw if there are accidents Ur wvapou-
sive maintenance costs it will be necessary to shov the eagsr-
ness of the Panamanian Government to make the purchase so as
to avoid criticism that the United States foisted some expensive
and dangerous airplanes upon nﬁnsw if the craft are already
declared surplus by the Army pecple in the Zone, does that
not presume that in their judgment it would be uneconomic to
repair, maintain and operate these particular craft; if the
Panamanian Government ovned these craft, would they seek
maintenance and repair facilities in the Zone and would the
Zone alr foree be willing to service them?

Without ecataloguing all the kinds of flight and landing
permissions, many a misunderstanding and dispute can be
expacted. mﬂ is not clear whether the operation of Panemanian
Government airplanes would be affected by the civil aviation
agreement, ;

. Inquiry. is being made as to the availability of surplus
aireraft of the type the Panamanian Government desires and
the opinion of the U.S. Embassy in Panamé regarding the points
1isted above is being requested,

s Mr, Russell (ARA) advises that spare parts for
AT-6's are hard to get and thet the C=45 type 1s difficult
to fly. Ambassador Vellarino will probably have to send
in a written note before the aviation and arms people can
pass on the request., Regarding jurisdictional problems,
there are thought to be about 70 planes of Panamanian
registry now in the area.

ARAICPA;WFBarbersee
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ferences on Tuesday and Friday of last week. As Mr.
Hiller also said, this Government does not have diplomatic
relations with the regime of Arnulfo Arias. No change in
this position is contemplated until views have been ex-
changed with the other American republics. Such exchanges
will not be commenced until the politicel situation in

 Panama is fully olarified, which it is not at this time,.

Baokgreund Information for the Secretary

The past ten deys in Pensma have witneised the
foreible ocuster of President Chanis by the National
Police, a five-day rule by Vice-President Chiari, and
the ultimate delivery of the presidentiasl office to
Armulfo Arias. This sequence of events resulted from
an attempt by President Chanis, at the instigation of
Harmodio Arias, & prominent politician and cattle raiser,
to break up an illegal slaughtering monopoly in which
Colonel Remon, Chief of Police, is & principal figure.

Arnulfo's position appears to be increasingly secure.
He has obtained a :recount in his favor by the National
Electoral Jury of the votes in the 1948 presidential
eleotion and on this ground bases the conatitutionality of
his e¢laim to power. He has been sworn in before the
National Assembly and has appointed a coalition cabinst.
His popular appeal and extensive following are undenieble.

The major weskness in his present position is his con-
tinusd association with Colonel Hemon, Chief of Police.
Public opinion in Panama, evidenced in a general strike,
demands the removal of Remon ss the prinsipal author of
last weeks misdeeds. Arias, however, a bitter enemy of




- - ]
]

S S Wl | s

e e s e g e . o ARG, ; 4 - M‘w

A
=T




—— e

1. The United States should bring about & broader
and firmer community of purpose and common direction in
world affairs between the United States and Latin

" American countries by means of: .

a. Regular anuuuunnwmm to explain U.S.
policies, to obtain Latin American views, and then
to win support for our policies modified by the
adoption of such Latin American suggestions as are
compatible with the attaimment of our national
objectives;

b. A consistent effort, including an appeal
to Latin American pride and sense of responsibility,
to persuade Latin American countries to contribute
as vell as to receive aid in the effort to build
strength in the free world;

§ e

6. More positive and prompt response to

...... Latin American requests for economic assistance,
n.».y. S based on the principle that we will help them create
'\~ conditions under which they could solve their prob-

w lems largely by their own efforts;
d. More effective cooperation in military
matters, not exoluding the possibility of some

grant
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ANA ANa A BNOULO0 DAKES NECeESATY I'SCONDNONOMTLIONE LOr
NSC consideration. .

3. Procedures should be adopted within the
Department and within the Executive branch to assure
a E of E-ﬂn- and uoﬂuannnﬂnﬂ between U.3.

action in major areas of the world in order to progress
more efficiently and rapldly with the build-up of
strength in the free world. The Department and the
Bureau of the Budget should make the necessary studies
and recommendations.

ANALYSIS;
(The ANALYSIS should contain comment pertinent to

' the above recommendations. It would include material
from Mr. Miller's memorandum of October 3, 1950 to
Mr. Nitze and from the ARA draft of November 9, 1950
regarding U.S.-Latin American policy. After the approval
of the foregoing or similar recommendations, implementation
would be within the authority and responsibility of the
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs.)

¥




rest of the world, so that our policy shall also be the

active policy of the inter-American community as a whole

and of LWF 1ts individual members. We should do this by:
(2) Establishing in the minds of the Latin Americans,
governments and peoples alike, the identity between
our own basic objective of US security and the common
objective of hemisphere security, uuﬂmuuunnuun our
actions abroad in terms of hemisphere security;
(b) Teking the Latin American authorities into our
confidence while we are in the process of developing
our policies, by informing them of our thinking and,
to the greatest practicable extent, by consulting
their views;
(e¢) Persuading the Latin Americans that they share
world responsibilities with us; that they are therefore
called upon to participate in the contributions and
sacrifices that must be made in order to build up the
strength of the free world in general and, in particular,
of those areas most immediately threatened by Sovist
aggression;
(d) Encouraging the effective commitment of the Latin
American countries, through active participation, to

enterprises




~ Nations obligations:
2. We should help u-nﬂua the stability and economie
viability of the other American states on the strongest
possible basis, so that their association with us shall add
mn our strength rather than detract from it. We should do
this by:
 (a) Expanding our present technical assistance and
loans, and making grants for special strategic purposes,
the -uwwunn projects to be organized as integrated
country ﬂunuuwlh for economic development;
(b) Encouraging an attitude of self-reliance, so that
the context of our assistance shall be a situation in
which the recipients are already doing what they can
to help themselves;
(¢) Insuring, in connection with our economic mobiliza-
tion, that the Latin American countries receive an
equitable share of products in short supply.
(d) Taking precautions against severe economic disloca-
tions consequent upon the eventual termination of
emergency US programs for the purchase of strategic
materials.
3. VWe should continue to promote the effectiveness of
the




5. Procedures should be adopted to insure maximum con-
sistency between what we do in Latin America and what we

do in unrqu parts of the world, on the basis of balancing
requirements of policy in Latin America and any conflieting

requirements of policy in other areas, (The Department
and the Bureau of the Budget should make the necessary
studies and recommendations,)
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1l, It might be desirable to bring out more clearly
the growth of nationalism not only in the other American

Republios but throughout the world,

§. While 1t is evident, it seems desirable to
emphaglize the need to coordinate our domestie and our

foreign poliey,

I

3. The r seems to me to over-emphasize "negleot”
on our part with respect to Latin Amerioca. Actuaslly,
there wasn't real neglect so far as the Government and
the people of the United States were concerned. We sud-
denly found ourselves confronted with the need to defend
our civiligation around the periphery of the Soviet Union.
That job was 80 big that we had relatively little time
for anything else. Even though our friends south of the
border accuse us of "neglect" many of them know that such
has not been the case. The paper might say that the Latin
Americans consider we have negleoted them but I dislike to
see set forth offioclally that we did negl ect them.

4. The paper looks forward to even more international
organigation than we have at the moment. It seems to me
that we are fast approaching the point where we will be
over-organized. In our intemational organizations, we
cannot expect a final result botter than the abilities
of the component members of the 0AS, IADB, or international
organizations we may set up. Consequently, I do not ex-
pect to see these organizations improve any faster than
the conditions in the respective countries. I wonder if
we have not reached the point where we should insist on

-any new organigation being the expression of forces already
arisen in the several American republica. Such an organi-
sation bught to be an expression of something that already
exists.in the twenty one American republics rather than

the result
TOP BECRET
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ultimately, in our endeavor to oppose the Soviet 1dea,

reach the same politicel reelity which the Soviets would

impose on us by overcoming us. In other words, the paper

- might emphasize Eu.nnnwunﬁ the independent character of
the member states of the comlition and the political im-
plicationa of that.fact.

6« It seems that the camparicon of the relationship
between the United Btates and the other American republics
to that existing between Great Britain and the member
states of the U.K. is unfortunate., BSome day this paper
might become publie, The comparison of the other Ameriocan
republiocs to the members of the T,K., would be most damaging.
I do not believe the comparison is a good one., HFurthermore,
I am convinced that the sending of more propaganda and ine-
formation to the other Ameriocan ocapitals is not the solution.
The other oapitals have more propaganda and inforaation
than they can now handle, The record should show that what
we have done has been rather well explained to the other
American capitals. There is little excuse today for any
. sapital south of the Hio Orande not understanding what the

United States ia trying to do today when every news agenoy
~eand radio is carrying the news to them day by day. I
believe we are reaching the saturation point in the matter
of publiocity. . _
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®) Attitude towards Commmumism '

@) Any other significance of
international interest.

The word "recent” is defined as meaning any change
since Eﬁ. 1, 1947, ’
OO8TA RICAG

Provisiesel Junta headed by Jose Pigueres took
offics on May 8, 1948 for 18 months (extendible for
6 months addigional) following the Provisional Presidency
of Third Designate, Sentos Leon HERRERA who toock office
on April £0, 19048 following the overthrow of President
Teodoreo PIOCADO., (Presidential eleoctions had been held
cn February 8, 1948 and the President was to have been
insugurated om May 8, 1948 but election results were

dlsputed; elections for a Qonstituent Assembly are now
scheduled for December 8, 1948,)

a) Relations with the United States do mot
appear $o have been affected by the schange in
government,

b) The presemt government appears to be
opposed to Communism and it 1s at least much less
thetie to Jommunism than the Picadeo Government
ch had accepted the support and collaboratieon
of the Communist Parsy.

¢) The mw-"nu-n i.—“wc international

-u'rL.an ™ chan government in

Costa Rieca is the uo-p#m— that thé new govern=-

ment may be committed to assisting the "@ayibbean
. Revelutionary Committee” in plans to overthrow

other dietatorships in the Caribbem area which

would of .course create internatiomal tension and

contention, :




Prime Ninister ana Rimamves ~vo ——-

Government, has led the administration in the
trend -lwcﬂuuﬂ accepting Comsmnist ecollaboration.
FRIO has smeh more outspeken en this scors
than GEAU bas ever bean,

e) There does net appear to be much prospect
of any mﬁﬂin change of internationsl interest,
gevernment under PRIO, although there
is a sibpility that he mey be somewhat more
practical and be more inelined to curd the astivities
of representatives sush as Ambassador Belt.

&
Carlos AROSEMENA was elected by the Congress on
September 15, 1947 and took office the same day, following
the resigmation of Provisional President yMariano SUAREZ
veintimilla, Vice president who took effice on September 2
following the overthrow of Colonel MANCHENO who had over-
thrown President VELASCO Tbarra on August B4, 1947

'

u_—.nul.rwu. be even more cordial than at present, 1f
PLAZA becomes President, although there is of course
the possibility that he may feel 1t politically
desirable to "lean over backwards” in not appeari

te be influenmced by the United States because of
long association with this country during his school-
days and later as Ambassador at Washington, _
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succeeding President Manuel AVILA CAMACHO.

President Vietor ROMAW Y REYES was elected by &
office

2
the same day to complete the six-year term which had
begun on May &, 1947 when President Mariano ARGUELLO bad
taken office. ARGUELLO, elected on Pebruary 2, 1047, was
overthrown by General Anastasio SOMOZA on May 26, 1947
following whieh Provisional President Benjamin LACAYO

Sacasa was inatalled and held office until August 14,
PANANA§ |

It eppears that Armulfo ARIAS may have been elected
4n the presidential elections of May 9, 1948) the new

president will take office on ostober 1, 1948 for a four-
terme President Enrique JIMINEZ was elected on May 8,

l s ~ wn—.# and took office on Octeber 1, 1944,

PARAGUAY t

previsionsl President Juan Nanuel FRUTOS teok office
on June 3, 1948 after the overthrow of president Higinio
MORINIGO pending the insuguration of President-elect J.

Natalicio GONZALEZ on August 15, 1948 for a five-year
torm, GONZALEZ was elected on February 15, 1948,

President Jesé Luis BUSTAMANTE Y RIVERO was elected
en June 10, 1945 and Sook office om July 88, 19456 for a
six~yesr term succeeding President Manuel FRADO.




: Former Ambassador Galo PLAZA Laso appears to be
winning the presidential election which was held om

June 6, 1948; the winner will take office en September 1,
1948 for a four-year term. The present President, Carles
Julio AROCSEMENA was elected by the Congress on September 15,
1947 and took office the same day, fellowing the resignation
of Provisional President Marisno BUAREZ Veintimilla, Vice
President who teok office on September 8 following the
overthreow of Colonel MANCHENO who had overthrown President
VELASCO Ibarra on August 84, 1047,

EL SALVADOR:

President Salvador CASTANEDA Oastro was elected en
January 20, 1845 and took office on March 1, 1945 for a
four-year torm, following the Previsional u..-..-uh-ucu of
O8MIN wvhich resulted on the everthrow of Pro-
visional President ANDRES Y MENENDEZ on October 8B, 1944,

GUATEMALAS

President Juan José AREVAIO was elected on December 8,
1944 and $ook office on March 15, 1945 for a six-year term,
follewing a Revolutionary Triumvirate of TORRIELLO, ARANA
and ARBENE resulting from the overthrow cn October 20, 1944
of Provisional President PONCE who had suceceeded President

- UBXCO in a coup of July 6, 1944,

BAITI:

 President Dumarsais ESTINE was elected on August 18,
1946 by a Constituent Assembly snd took office the same day
for a five~year term, follewing the ¥ilitary Exsoutive

; VARl - I Lo
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everthrown
-vwa# ua.!-u.-i u-i-rﬁ.ﬁr
until pugust 14.

ilﬁllln

the United Btet
pesh -E-w-uﬂ.b.pu affected Y the
Hicaraguan Ggovernment in 1047, exoefh

cial diplomé

jen of offl tioc relations




MORINIGO pending the insuguration of President-slect J.

Natslicio GONZALEZ on August 15, 1948 for a five-year
term, OONZALEZ was elected on February 15, 1948.

8) Relations with the Tmited States may
be memewhat less favorable after the inauguration
of President=elect GONZALEZ because he appears
to be somewhat more nationalistie tham MORINIGO
end somevhat more inclined to faver national owner--

ship of industry,

b) The attitude towards Communism of the
prospective Paraguayan Government will probably
not change as compared with the Morinigo Government)
that attitude was ene of oppesition te Commmnism,

_3 There will probably not be any other aig-
nificance ¢f international interest in the prespective
. change in the Paraguayan Government,

" For convenient reference, there is attached a eom=
plete alphabetical summary of the same kind of fastual
information without comment concerning the significance
of ohanges in government,

_ Robert 7, Weodward

j - '
-
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oD e ~yoar term, following the Provisional Frealdefioy
of Alfredo DUHALDE who had assumed office umpon the death
of President Juan Antonio RIOS.

'GOLOMBIA1

President Marisno OSPINA Peres was elected en May 5,
uoﬁiooﬁﬁnr-lgn 7, 1946 for a four~year
term, following the provisienal H._-vn-i-« of Alberto
Egioiﬁnuﬁﬁri- ¢ 1948 after
the resignation of President Alfense LOFEEL.

OOSTA RICA:

provisienal Junta headed by Joss FIGUERES took office
on !-M 8, 1948 for 18 menths (extendidle for & months
Ennl-nw?g-r- provisional Presidency of Third

(Presidential elections had been held en February B, 1948
and the President was to have been inaugurated on May 8,
1648 but election resulta were disputedj elections for a
constituent Assexbdly are now scheduled for December 8, 1948.)
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President
. BALLEGOS suceeeds the Revolutionary Junta Govermment

headed by Remmlo BETANCOURT which -
gt 18, w resulted from a revolu
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1946 that overthrew President MEDINA »
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OURLEa IOr tne purpose of initisting negotiations on matters
concerning the entire range of relutlons between the two
Goveraments erising out of the construction and operstion
of the Fansma Canal.

The Minister of Foreign Relations &ddressed a note to
the Secretary under dute of April 7, 1953, & trenslation
of which is enclosed, A copy of the Lepartment's reply
dated April B1, 1953 is also enclosed.

As a result of the Foreign Minlster's vieit and further
disoussions with the Panaweanisn Government, President hewén
has signified that he now prefers to postpone his vieit to
Washington indefinitely and, mesuwhile, to name negot!istors
who would explore with our Uovernwent the possibilities of
general agreement on Penamanian requests. This Lepartment
hes sugpested that these negotiations tentatively be sched-
“wmw to commence in kasbington in the lstter part of June,

953.

Insamuch @s the subjects on which the Fanamanian
Government wishes to negotiste mey affect broad straotegie
and politieal interests of the United States, it 1s essential
that the psrtieipation and eollaboration of the several
interested Federal sgencies be obtalned in prepsration for
these negotistions. In view of the intereat of the Lepart-
ment of the Nevy in relatioms Letween the Cenal .one and

the

The Homorable
kobert B. Anderson,
Seoretary of the Havy.
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Sincerely youra,

Waiter Bedesi St
Under Secretary

Emslosures!
1. Translation of note from

 Miniater of Foreign Relationa
of Penams, April 7, 1963.

2. Copy of Department's note
in reply, 11 21, 1963.

QONPIIENTIAL SECURITY INPORMATION
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to His Excellency the Secretary of State of the United States and has the

concerning the visit which the Presidemt of Panama, Colonel José Antonio
w_l.bnnﬂual..-u desires to make to the President of the United States,
Gemeral Dwight D. Eisenhower, to discuss matters of great importance to
the Bepublic of Panama and to the United States of America.

The main purpose of President Remén's visit to President Eisenhower
is to make clear the necessity and advisability of reviewing the whole
field of relations between the Republic of Panama and the United States
of America resulting from the comstruction and operation of the Penama
Canal. igﬂﬁﬁﬂgﬂgﬂ-gﬁ.ig
involve, on the one hand, problems which may be termed 1ife-and-death
problems for the existence of the Republic of Pansma and affect its escon-

. omic development and which on the other hand, relate to the defense of

the Republic and of the Canal, which forms a vital part of the national
defense of the United States,
HﬂEE’!ﬂE.EEE.iﬁ&ggﬁEn&
F;FEEE&#E&&B*FE-H&F
these few lines, to go deeply into the various and complex problems exist-
ing in the relations above-mentioned; bowever, if it is of some advantage
uﬂ.EEE!ﬂEE&R?ﬁEgﬁﬁlﬁﬁ-Eﬁ
Eﬂﬂﬁngﬂgiiﬁdﬂﬁuin!ﬁ

satisfachry
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the United States has not been essentially affected; it is Presidemt
Remén's particular wish that that friendship shall continue unchanged and
even greater; this is what prompts him to leave the national territory
and the direct exercise of his Presidential functions to come in person
to dlscuss with President Eisenhower a basic agreement that will open the
vay to a sound, effective, and continuing improvement in the relations
between FPanama and the United States of America.

The Minister of Foreign Relations of Pansma is happy to avail him-

‘ self of this occasion to express to His Excellency the Secretary of State

the assurances of his highest and most distinguished consideration,

| (Initialed) J.R.G.
(8eal of the Esbsssy of Panama)

E‘Eﬁ D.C.
Aapril 7, 1953




